SANDBACH  URBjAN  DISTRICT. 

MEDieAL  ©FFieER’S  HNNUHL  REPORT,  1906. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  read  to  you  my  7th  Annual  Report. 

(1)  Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  the  District. 

Sandbachjs  a  very  healthy  Town,  situated  on  a  sandy  soil  vvith  an 
[)opulation  of  555(5  at  last  census. 

(2)  Death  Rate. 


area  of 


2(50.3  acres  and  a 


During  the  year  1900,  there  have  been  (50  deaths  making  an  average  per  1000  of  12  4  In  1905 

there  were  76  deaths  ;  average  13.(5  per  1000.  5  i 

3)  Infantile  Death  Rate. 

Of  the  69  deaths,  10  were  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  as  against  16  last  year. 

Causes  were— Premature  Birth,  2  ;  Congenital  Defects,  1  ;  Wasting,  4  ;  Convulsions,  2  ; 
Suttocation,  1.  , 


71  boys  and  4(5  girls  against  153  in  1905  ;  bovs  75 


(41  Birth  Rate. 

I  here  have  been  117  births  during  the  year, 
girls  78. 

(5)  House  Accommodation  for  Working  Classes. 

We  are  very  lucky  in  this  respect,  there  is  plenty  of  air  space  and  the  houses  are  mostly  in  a  good 
state  of  repair.  I  regret  that  there  are  40  uninhabited  houses  as  against  36  last  year. 

(6)  New  Houses. 


There  have  been  seven  new  houses  erected  during  the  year,  all  are  on  the  water  main  and  five  on 
the  sewer  and  the  other  two  provided  with  cesspools. 

(7)  Lodging  Houses. 

We  have  only  two,  both  are  kept  well  whitewashed  and  are  not  overcrowded,  one  of  them  is  a 
model  of  cleanliness,  the  other  requires  more  supervision,  due  no  doubt  to  the  different  class  of  lodger. 

(8)  Slaughter  Houses. 

These  have  been  inspected  and  I  must  say,  they  are  a  credit  to  their  owners,  both  as  to  cleanliness 
and  tidyness. 

(9)  Ashpits  and  Closets. 

The  Council’s  own  men  and  carts  take  charge  of  the  emptying  of  these  and  the  system  is 
thoroughly  satisfactory. 

(10)  Dairies  and  Milkshops. 

4'he  greater  part  of  the  milk  produced  in  the  District  is  sold  direct  to  the  milk  factories.  That 
portion  of  it  consumed  in  the  District  is  sold  by  or  bought  from  farmers  and  delivered  at  the  doors. 
The  milk  is  of  good  quality,  no  prosecutions  being  necessary  on  that  score. 

(  U)  Cowsheds. 

^  These  have  been  visited  and  found  to  be  well  ventilated,  clean  and  well  drained. 

(12)  Sanitary  Alterations. 

Nothing  of  any  importance  under  this  heading  has  occurred  during  the  year. 

(13)  Nuisances. 

Notices  of,  have  been  few  and  far  between  and  what  there  were,  suitably  attended  to. 

(14)  Sewage  Question. 

The  new  scheme  having  been  sanctioned  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  tenders  have  been  in¬ 
vited  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  same,  and  before  long  we  hope  to  have  the  new  works  in  hand. 

(15)  Factories  and  Workshops. 

These  I  visit  regularly  and  know  them  to  be  very  satisfactory  as  to  air,  space,  cleanliness  and 
privy  accommodation.  They  are  systematically  whitewashed  and  there  are  suitable  exhits  in  case  of 
lire.  There  have  been  two  new  workshops  erected  during  the  year.  There  is  no  home  work  from 
shops  or  factories  in  the  District. 

(16)  Bakehouses. 

Of  these  there  are  seven,  none  of  them  underground.  All  are  well  ventilated  and  kept  very  clean. 

(17)  Water  Supply. 

This  comes  from  an  upland  source  and  is  brought  down  by  two  mains,  one  10  inch  and  the  other 
7  inch,  only  one  is  used  at  a  time,  so  that  the  other  may  be  cleaned  out  without  in  any  way  interfering 
with  the  Town’s  supply.  The  water  is  treated  by  Clarke’s  process  and  is  in  every  way  a  good  sound 
water  and  thoroughly  reliable  for  domestic  purposes. 

(18)  Isolation  Hospital. 

This  proposed  new  Hospital  is  still  under  the  consideration  of  the  conjoint  authorities  viz.  The 
Congleton  Rural  and  Borough  ;  Alsager  Urban  and  Sandbach  Urban  Councils,  and  soon  we  hope  to 
hear  of  some  active  steps  being  taken  in  the  matter. 

( 19)  j  Smallpox  Hospital. 

In  this  respect  we  are  well  provided  for.  The  Hospital  at  Arclid  is  in  constant  working  order 
with  plenty  of  accommodation  if  required. 

(20)  Meat  Inspection. 

This  is  carried  on  by  a  local  Committee  and  very  thoroughly  it  is  done.  There  has  been  no  un¬ 
sound  meat  detected,  nor  has  there  been  any  need  of  prosecutions  during  the  year. 

(21)  Child  Labour. 

'There  is  none  in  the  District  that  does  not  come  under  the  working  of  the  Factory  Act. 


(22)  Infectious  Diseaes. 

'I'here  have  been  during  the  year  52  cases  of  Infectious  Disease,  50  Scarlet  Fever,  1  Dijitherra,  I 
Erysipelas.  One  death  occurring,  viz  :  a  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  at  W’heelock  ;  of  these  5()  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  8  occurred  at  Sandbach  Heath,  5  at  Coldmoss  Heath,  5  at  Sandbach  and  30  at  \\'lieelock. 

'I'he  epidemic  began  at  Wheelock  at  tlie’beginning  t)f  April  and  lasted  until  the  20th  of  October 
when  the  last  case  appeared  at  Coldmoss  Heath  ;  the  two  infected  schools  being  the  Wheelock 
Wesleyan  School  and  Sandbach  Heath  School.  The  three  cases  in  Sandbach  proper  were  all  of  jnfants 
too  young  to  attend  school  and  probably  in  those  three  cases  the  infection  was  brought  home  by  the 
pjarents.  On  the  29th  of  May  I  visited  the  Wesleyan  School  at  Wheelock  and  found  50  children  away 
from  school  due  directly  or  indirectly  to  Scarlet  Fever.  I  again  visited  the  school  on  the  8tJi  of  June 
and  on  finding  that  80  were  then  away,  I  advised  the  Managers  of  the  school  to  close  them  for  three 
weeks  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  I  would  advise  them  further  as  to  how  long  it  would  be  advisable 
to  close  for.  At  the  end  of  the  three  weeks  the  disease  was  still  very  active  so  that  I  advised  the 
schools  be  still  kept  closed  and  also  the  Sunday  Schools  until  after  the  Summer  Holidays  and  that 
was  practically  the  death  of  the  epidemic  in  W  heelock  ;  only  two  cases  being  notified  after  the  schools 
opened  again. 

I'hen  the  children  from  the  Sandbach  Heath  School  began,  but  as  the  cases  were  notified,  Mr. 
Wood  and  myself  saw  the  parents  and  got  their  consent  to  remove  them  to  the  Old  Chapel  at  .\rclid, 
so  kindly  lent  us  for  the  purpose  by  J.  Hill,  Esq.,  of  Smethwick.  1  he  chapel  was  suitably  furnished 
and  Nurses  provided,  and  I  must  say  that  all  the  parents  who  had  children  there  were  more  than  satisfied 
at  the  care  bestowed  on  the  children  and  at  the  fat,  healthy  and  clean  condition  they  were  sent  (mt  in. 

I  visited  and  examined  all  the  children  at  the  Sandbach  Heath  School  but  could  find  no  children 
suffering  from  or  peeling  from  the  disease  and  I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  last  case  was  notified  cm  the 
20th  of  October.  No  doubt  all  this  has  entailed  a  great  deal  of  expense  but  I  think  that  the  Council 
has  every  reason  to  congratulate  itself  on  the  fact  that  the  removal  of  those  isolated  cases  as  they 
occurred  saved  Sandbach  and  Sandbach  Heath  from  what  would  most  undoubtedly  have  turned 
into  a  most  serious  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

Yours  faithfullv, 

R,  RIDDELL. 

Sandbach, 

January,  1907. 
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Causes  of  and  Ages  at^  Death  during  Year  1906^ 


De.\ths  l\  whole  District 

.\T  SUB.IOINED 

AOES. 

C.4USF.S  OF  Df.\TH. 

Under 

1  and 

5  and 

15  and 

25  and 

65  and 

All 

1 

under 

under 

under 

under 

Uf)- 

ages. 

year. 

5 

15 

25 

05 

wards. 

Small-pox 

Measles  ... 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Diptheria  and  Membranous  Croop  ... 
Croop 

1 

1 

f  I'yphus  ... 

Fever q  Enteric  ... 

(Other  continued 

I 

1 

Epidemic  Influenza 

Cholera  ... 

Plague  ... 

Diarrha^a 

1 

1 

Enteritis... 

Puerperal  Fever 

O 

1 

1 

Erysipelas  ...  .^ 

Other  Septic  Diseases  ... 

Phthisis  (Pulmonarv  d'uberculosis)  ... 

0 

2 

Other  d'ubercular  Diseases 

0 

Cancer,  Milignant  Disease 

3 

g 

Bronchitis 

3 

1 

2 

Pneumonia 

Pleurisy  ... 

(5 

•> 

O 

•J 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs 
Alcoholism  ) 

Cirrhosis  of  Fiver  j 
\Ynereal  Diseases 

Premature  Birth 

2 

2 

•  ( 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of  Parturition 

1 

1 

Heart  Diseases  ... 

9 

1 

1 

5 

-) 

Accidents  ...  ...  ...  ... 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Suicides  ... 

Senile  Decav 

1 

in 

1 

111 

All  other  causes 

15 

5 

1 

o 

All  causes  i . . 

09 

10 

0 

*) 

»> 

21 

211 

SANDBACH  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1906  and  previous  Years. 
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■  SANDBACH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


SnNITflRY  INSPEGTOR’S  aNNUAL  REPORT,  I9C6. 


The  special  feature  of  the  year  1906  has  been  the  epidemic  of  scarlet  hever  which  has  continued 
for  eight  months.  Through  the  kindness  of  J.  Hill,  Esq.,  an  old  building  at  Arclid^  has  been  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Council  ;  furnished  and  fitted  up  temporarily  as  a  Hospital.  13  cases  occurring  in 
isolated  situations  in  the  District  have  been  sent  there.  37  have  been  as  lar  as  possible  isolated  and 
nursed  in  the  homes,  one  death  has  occurred  among  those  nursed  at  home  ;  all  treated  in  Hospital 
have  recovered.  When  removing  the  patients  to  Hospital,  all  the  bedding  and  clothing  which  had 
been  in  contact  wdth  the  patient  was  sent  to  Crewe  for  disinfection  ;  the  Houses  well  fumigated  with 
brimstone  and  then  well  washed  down  with  carbolic  soap.  Disinfectants  w  ere  supplied  Dee  by  the 
Council  to  use  in  the  houses.  Circulars  were  distributed  pointing  out  the  necessity  of  avoiding  undue 
exposure  and  giving  directions  how  to  prevent  spreading  the  inlection.  \Mren  discharging  patients 
from  Hospital,  their  clothing  was  burned  or  sent  on  to  Crewe  and  thoroughly  disinfected  belore  being 
returned  to  the  home.  In  all  cases  immediately  on  receiving  notice,  the  premises  were^  visited,  house 
refuse  moved  and  disinfectants  supplied.  Happily  the  epidemic  has  exhausted  itself.  I  he  use  of  the 
above  measures  and  the  closing  of  the  Schools  enabled  us  to  cope  successfully  wdth  the  disease. 

Bajte  Houses. 

There  are  7  of  these,  the  same  as  last  year  but  the  bulk  of  the  bread  is  baked  at  two  of  them,  the 
rest  are  small  and  mainly  used  for  confectionery.  All  are  above  ground,  are  well  lighted  and  venti¬ 
lated  and  are  kept  clean. 

Canal  Boats. 

riiere  are  but  few  in  the  District  the  bulk  only  passing  through  a  small  section  of  the  District  and 
are  registered  and  inspected  at  Runcorn  or  Stoke.  No  cause  of  complaint  has  arisen  nor  has  any  case 
of  infectious  disease  been  reported. 

Dairies  and  Milkshops. 

These  have  been  visited,  the  w^ater  supplies  improved,  and  theshippons  lime-washed  and  the  vessels 
in  the  milkshops  kept  clean. 

Houses. 

Seven  new^  houses  have  been  erected  during  the  year,  5  of  these  have  connections  to  main  sewers, 
have  cesspools  constructed  to  receive  sewage.  All  will  be  supplied  with  water  from  the  Council’s 
Mains.  40  of  the  old  houses  are  still  empty. 

House  Refuse  Removal. 

This  has  had  greater  attention  this  year  ;  the  men  have  visited  12496  times  lor  nightsoil,  have 
collected  and  sold  319  tubs  of  liquid  manure — £89  lOs.  6d.  i\lso  4951  visits  have  been  made  for 
ashes.  Collecting  and  removing  1550  loads  of  ashes  and  other  house  refuse. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

'I'here  have  been  50  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  1  Erysipilas  and  1  of  Diptheria  and  have  been  dealt  as 
stated  above. 


Lodging  Houses. 

\\’e  have  2  of  these,  one  is  a  model  of  cleanliness  and  in  every  way  satisfactorily  kept.  1  he  other 
is  not  so  \vell  adapted  for  the  purpose  and  is  not  so  well  kept  and  has  to  be  visited  oftener  to  ensure 
the  Byelaws  being  carried  out.  No  case  of  infectious  disease  has  been  reported  in  them  nor  has  any 
case  of  over-crow'ding  been  discovered. 

Meat  Inspection. 

We  are  fortunate  in  Sandbach,  the  Butchers  are  all  respectable  men  and  no  attempt  is  made  to 
push  meat  of  doubtful  quality  on  the  public  ;  in  conjunction  with  a  vigilance  Committee,  the  in¬ 
spection  of  meat  has  been  carried  on  through  the  year  and  no  occasion  has  arisen  for  proceedings 
being  taken. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

Advertisements  are  out  inviting  tenders  for  the  construction  of  Sewage  'I'reatment  Works  and  we 
-e-xp>eot-tc.  have  the  w^ork  in  hand  shortly.  .  .  -  -  -  — ■  —  - 

Slaughterhouses. 

These  have  been  visited  and  found  well  supplied  with  water,  the  place  kept  clean  and  the  garbage 
taken  awa}’  on  to  land  away  from  the  I'own. 

Water  Closets. 

These  are  being  put  in  in  increasing  numbers  and  will  in  time  in  suitable  situations  supersede  the 
old  closet  cesspool  which  will  be  a  distinct  sanitary  irr provement.  But  will  of  course  increase  the 
consumption  of  water  per  head,  and  also  increase  the  bulk  of  sewage  to  be  dealt  with  at  the  Outfall 
Works. 


Water  Works. 


.'\s  reported  last  year,  a  new  10  inch  main  has  been  put  in  and  new  crude  water  pump,  with  the 
result  that  w'e  have  more  water  at  our  disposal  and  though  the  Congleton  Rural  District  Council  has 
extended  the  water  mains  in  Bradwall  and  laid  a  new  main  to,  and  are  supplying  Arclid  Union  with 
water,  we  have  been  able  to  supply  a  much  larger  quantity  of  water  without  difficulty  and  no  shortage 
has  occurred  during  the  year,  and  the  strain  on  our  machinery  has  been  very  much  reduced-. 

Workshops. 

These  have  been  visited,  the  sanitary  arrangement  inspected,  refuse  removed  at  short  intervals  and 
the  general  conditions  improved.  The  Industrial  Co-operative  Society  have  erected  new  workshops 
and  have  made  excellent  arrangements  both  for  light  and  ventilation  which  will  be  better  for  all 
concerned, 

AMOS  WOOD. 

December  31st,  W(i6.  Sanitary  Inspector. 


